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Participants at the forum

Online participants

Of the 83 people who completed the online survey via the Your Say webpage:

o 48% lived in the City of Adelaide including 13 in North Adelaide.

o 52% came from surrounding suburbs namely Burnside, Unley and Mitcham, West
Torrens, Charles Sturt, and Norwood Payneham and St. Peters (see location map).

¢ The age ranged between 80 and 21 with an average of 57 years old.

¢ The majority came to the city for play (e.g., leisure, recreation, entertainment, dining).



Kadaltilla Community Forum 2021 — Engagement Summary Report

Online respondents’ geographic location as extrapolated using their address and
respective suburbs. Blue dots indicate “Male” participants and purple dots indicate
“Female” participants, and yellow dots indicate “Other”.
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2. CONSULTATION OVERVIEW

2.1 Charter requirements — Community Forum
The Kadaltilla / Park Lands Authority Charter states:

o A Community Forum must be held each year by the end of October at a place and
time determined by the Board.

¢ A notice of the Forum must be given to Board Members and accessible to the public
at least 21 days prior to the scheduled date.

e The Forum must be conducted in a place accessible to the public.

e The purpose of the Forum is to discuss business of a general nature aimed at
reviewing the progress and direction of the Authority.

The Community Forum was held at the Adelaide Pavilion, Veale Gardens on 23 October
2021. It took place from 10:00am to 3:00pm.

A sub-committee was established to progress the scope and general direction of the forum. It
was agreed that the primary purpose of the forum would be an opportunity to consult with the
community on matters pertaining to Adelaide Park Lands future and a secondary purpose
would be to use relevant community feedback to inform the review of the Adelaide Park
Lands Management Strategy (APLMS).

The sub-committee included the Lord Mayor Sandy Verschoor as Presiding Member, and the
following Kadaltilla members: Craig Wilkins, Ben Willsmore, Stephen Forbes and Jessica
Davies-Huynh. The sub-committee convened three times to progress the, planning and
development of the Forum.

The theme adopted for the 2021 Community Forum was “Connect with and to the Park
Lands” and was intended to gather input and ideas from participants on 3 contemporary
issues:

1. the current use of the Park Lands

2. the community vision for each park and for the Park Lands, and

3. the meaning and values of the Park Lands as depicted through personal stories,
perceptions and experiences.

The announcement of the forum was made in early October 2021 and public engagement
was solicited in two ways: an on-site engagement (the Forum) and interactively via an online
website and survey which was hosted on the City of Adelaide YourSay webpage. The
YourSay website was launched on 11 October a week prior to the open date and continued
until 9 November 2021. To manage multiple responses, online participants were asked
whether they had previously participated in the forum or whether they were willing to.

Submissions were invited via:

A dedicated Your Say Adelaide project webpage

Emails to key stakeholder groups

Notices via CoA Rates Notices and newsletters

Social media posts on City of Adelaide (CoA) channels

Physical signage across the Park Lands (see banners’ location map)

Digital screens in the CoA Customer Centre

Posters in CoA libraries and community centres

A public notice on the City of Adelaide website was also published prior to the open
date and large banners were installed across the Park Land; each banner included
date, time, the venue and a direct link to the YourSay webpage and survey.
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Reaching a wide range of the community was important for this consultation. Social media
and targeted advertisements were utilised to create awareness and invite responses to the
forum. Below is a snapshot summary of the social media posts:

e Paid Facebook Advertisement Summary Stats (from 21 October onward): 30k people
reached. 78k impressions (number of times ad was seen on people’s screens). 238
landing page views (amount of people that clicked on the YourSay link). 16 likes. 2
comments.

¢ Organic (non-paid) Facebook Advertisement Summary Stats (from 4 October
onward): 19 likes, 3 reactions, 2 shares.

¢ Instagram Story: 1907 reach.

3. FORUM SET-UP & ENGAGEMENT TOOLS

3.1 On-site engagement

On the day, copies of the APLMS were made available for participants. It was also available
to download from CoA website and from the survey page.

Three participation methods were used to facilitate public engagement and were designed
around Kadaltilla’s main discussion points. These were instrumental as methods for
consultation as the community could engage with some stimulating visuals and maps, which
were printed on a large-scale format. These included:

1. An AO size aerial image of the city and surrounding Park Lands on to which
participants could indicate their favourite places by putting a dot and adding some
feedback as to why they selected that park or that place using a sticky note. This
activity was designed to answer the first question put forth by the Kadaltilla Board
concerning the current use and the most frequently used places around the Park
Lands.

A participant marking their favourite place in the Park Lands

2. Twenty A3 size printouts depicting the various Park Lands landscapes (purposefully
selected to represent the range of land uses, activities and park environments present
in the Park Lands) were used to solicit participants’ general preferences. A 5-point

10
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nominal Likert-scale was used ranging from “Dislike very much” to “Like very much”
with a “Neutral” middle point. Participants rated their preference for each landscape
by placing a dot under the corresponding category reflecting their perceived general
satisfaction. Participants were also asked to provide general feedback as to why
they nominated a response. This activity reflected on Kadaltilla’s question about the
most loved/valued places in the Park Lands.

A participant rating her preference for the 20 different Park Lands environments

3. To gather the community visions and considerations for the future of the Park Lands,

participants were provided with A0 and A2 maps of the city with associated parks’
boundaries and were then asked to draw or indicate on the map their design
thoughts: “If you could re-design the Park Lands from scratch — how would you do
it?”.

11
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The Lord Mayor exploring the “Design Your Park Lands” station

4. The “voice of the community” was also captured and recorded through a Vox Pop
station wherein the community could voluntarily provide feedback of the concerns and
aspirations for the Park Lands on video.

The Vox-Pop station outside the venue

5. On display there was a series of historical photos, a fly-through video of the Park
Lands, a video of the Kaurna cultural burn and a video of the native grasslands in
Victoria Park/Pakapakanthi (Park 16) to encourage and inspire conversation.

12



Kadaltilla Community Forum 2021 — Engagement Summary Report

Participants engaging in conversation

6. Participants were given an opportunity to provide anonymous feedback by dropping
their comments into a feedback box.

At the forum some catering was offered to facilitate participation. Participants were also
offered a selection of potted flowers and native saplings to take away as a “Thank You” gift
on their way out.

Participants seen leaving the forum after picking their own potted flowers

The following Kadaltilla members actively participated in the forum:

e Presiding Member, Sandy Verschoor

13
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Stephen Forbes
Kirsteen Mackay
Alison Bretones
Craig Wilkins
Ben Willsmore.

The following CoA staff took part in all phases of the planning, organisation and engagement
of the Kadaltilla community forum:

Ben Makepeace — Advisor, Office of the Lord Mayor

Martin Cook — Team Leader, Park Lands Planning

Daryl Tian — Park Lands Planning

Michele Williams — Park Lands Planning

Hassan Bitar — Park Lands and Sustainability Coordinator
Chris Butcher — Senior Sustainability Advisor (Biodiversity)
Davide Gaglio — Park Lands and Sustainability Coordinator
Barbara Figueroa — Engagement Advisor

JeanMay Ho — Communication Advisor

Matt Jorgensen — Team Leader, Horticulture.

3.2 Online engagement

The Your Say webpage was designed to emulate the same structure and engagement
methods used at the forum in a more interactive manner. The survey included 4 open-ended
questions:

1.

2,
3,
4.

What do you value or love about the Adelaide Park Lands?
What does - or - would inspire you to spend more time in the Adelaide Park Lands?
What is your vision for the Adelaide Park Lands?

Do you have any further feedback for Kadaltilla in regard to the Adelaide Park Lands?

Participants were prompted to rate their preferences for 20 Park Lands landscapes using a 5
points Likert-scale in the same way to that of the process used at the forum.

Respondents were concurrently offered to undertake an interactive design exercise where
they could use a digital drop-pin to indicate their favourite places in the Park Lands and
provide comments as to what makes these places valuable and important.

14
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The online survey landing page Feedback form on the 4 essential questions

15
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4. DETAILED RESULTS

Feedback was sought on:

¢ Indicating the most favourite and valued places in the Adelaide Park Lands
¢ Rating the most preferred Park Lands environments
e Visions and ideas for the Park Lands.

The following is a summary of the 183 submissions made via the feedback form, either online
or during the Forum. All feedback is provided at the end of this report (see Appendices).

4.1 Favourite Places in the Park Lands

The first station at the forum was the “Favourite Places” engagement tool. Participants (n=80)
used a dot and a sticky note to indicate their favourite places in the Park Lands on an AO
aerial map. Responses were digitised and geo-analysed. This has allowed for some spatial
analysis to be carried out. As a result:

1. Bonython Park/Tulya Wardli (Park 27) had the highest number of favourite places with 18
places.

Victoria Park/Pakapakanthi (Park 16) was second with 10 places.

Veale Park/Walyu Yarta (Park 21) and G S Kingston Park/Wirrarninthi (Park 23) had 8
places each.

4. River Torrens/Karrawira Pari (Park 12) and Adelaide Oval/Tarntanya Wama (Park 26)
had 7 places each.

17
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Geospatial analyses of responses

This engagement tool was also available online for participants who could use an interactive
drop pin to indicate their favourite places in Adelaide Park Lands. However, no responses
were collected, perhaps due to reasons related to ease-of-use (given respondents' age
profile) and length of the survey.

18
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4.2 Preferred Park Lands Environments

Understanding the community’s preference for the various environments, landscapes and
land uses found in the Park Lands is crucial for better planning, design and management of
these green open spaces. Using a 5-points Likert scale, participants were asked to rate their
preference of the various 20 landscape environments found throughout the Park Lands.

Photo of the participants engaging with this tool

The view from both Forum and online participants as to the most preferred park

”

environments (see following charts): “Native trees”, “natural landscapes and grasslands”, and

“tree promenades and avenues” (in that order). On the other hand, “car parking”, “urban
addresses” and “formal landscapes” were the least preferred by both groups.

These results are quite consistent with findings from a research study on public aesthetic
preferences of urban park environments in Melbourne, Victoria (Bitar H., 2004)". This
research showed the most preferred urban park environments in Melbourne were those
landscapes with native trees and bushlands, while some of the most formal “exotic” urban
landscapes were least preferred. The study concluded that for most participants this
affiliation with native environments was a cultural quest for a new “More Australian” identity.

It is worth noting that responses collected throughout the forum showed that “sports and

sport fields”, “ornamental gardens” and “dog parks” weren’t as much appreciated among both
groups.

1 Bitar, H. (2004). Public aesthetic preferences and efficient Water use in urban parks, PhD
thesis, Landscape Architecture, The University of Melbourne.

19
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Park Lands landscape preferences collected from the online survey

20
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Park Lands landscape preferences collected from community forum

21
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Photos depicting the 20 Park Lands environments ordered from
Most — Least preferred

1. Native trees 2. Natural landscapes and grasslands
3. Tree promenades and avenues 4. Public arts
5. Wetlands 6. Wildlife/biodiversity
7. Playspaces 8. Community gardens
9. Picinc areas 10. Shared paths

Table continues
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11. Ornamental gardens

13. Dog parks

15. Lighting

17. Sports and sports fields

19. Urban addresses

12. Events

14. Exercise areas

16. Café and kiosks

18. Formal landscapes

20. Car parking

23
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4.3 Online Responses

Online responses around the 3 main questions put forward by Kadaltilla were gathered,
tabulated and content analysed to identify themes and patterns in participants’ feedback. The
questions were as follows:

1. What do you value /love about the Adelaide Park Lands?
2. What inspires you to spend more time in the Adelaide Park Lands?
3. What s your vision for the Park Lands?

To convert qualitative records into quantitative ones, a method for content analysis was
applied. Written/typed notes where transcribed/copied to a metadata file and then with the
help of a computer script, the frequency of words of the aggregated text was counted.
Thereafter a dictionary was developed containing keywords/ideas/concepts that made the
bulk of the text. Each dictionary definition included a list of word subcategories. For example,

LT

“Natural Environment” would include the words “nature”, “natural”, “environment”,
“‘environments”, “native”, “grasslands”, “bushlands”, “vegetation”, etc. This process made it
possible to systematically analyse participants’ open non-categorical responses, identify

recurring patterns and make inferences. A summary of the assessment is provided below.

4.3.1 What do you value or love about Adelaide Park Lands?

The most valued/loved elements or parts of the Park Lands were:

The open green spacious and unique character of the Park Lands.

The beautiful, peaceful and enjoyable nature and the presence of trees.

The native and natural environments which are vital to mental health and wellbeing.

Being able to engage in either active or passive activities was one of the most valued

qualities of the Park Lands.

5. The role of Park Lands as a safeguard against climate change and future climatic
uncertainties.

6. The importance of urban biodiversity, heritage values, accessibility and dog walking.

Powbd-~

4.3.2 What inspires you to spend more time in the Adelaide Park Lands?

The online responses to this question highlighted 3 main trends:

e 50% of participants’ inspiration to Park Lands use and visitation came from trees,
open space, passive sports (walking, jogging, cycling, etc.) and active sports (football,
cricket, netball, tennis, golf, etc.).

e 30% came from outdoor events, gardens and nature in general.

e 20% came from community activities, motivation to walk dogs, wellbeing and
relaxation in general.

4.3.3 What is your vision for the Adelaide Park Lands?

Visions for the Park Lands were identified as follow:

e More than 50% suggested to keep the Park Lands as open space and place for
nature, disapproving any change or development in the Park Lands.
o They suggested more facilities such as: seating, shared paths, shelter and
toilets for passive recreation.
e Other ‘visions’ which came through strongly were:
o Communal activity and involvement
o More biodiversity interventions and more trees.

24
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4.4 Design your Park Lands

Forum participants were asked to design, draw or comment on the future of the Park Lands
on a map of the city with park lands boundaries shown.

A breakdown of responses showed preferences as follows:

e No future development/construction in the Park Lands (namely around the riverbank).

¢ More seating (facilities) and trees.

e Creating more opportunity for passive recreation (picnic, walking, jogging, dog
walking, etc.).

e More biodiversity interventions and native tree conservation and revegetation.

This pattern was repeated through forum respondents’ other feedback and was consistent
with online results.

25
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A map showing both favourites places (green dots) and design ideas/inputs location (orange dots)

26
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4.5

‘Vox Pop’ transcripts

14 participants provided live commentary which was recorded (with their consent). The
transcripts of the videos can be found at 6.3.3 in the Appendices.

In summary, participants identified the Park Lands as an element of the city and part of
its “beautiful” and “unique” character. They appreciated the important role of the Park
Lands in providing nature and green spaces in the city and in providing social
opportunities for the community. Most participants also highlighted the need to protect
and preserve the Park Lands.

5. KEY TAKEAWAYS

Protect and conserve the Park Lands, limit and/or exclude development in the Park
Lands, dissatisfaction with changes to planning codes to accommodate residential or
commercial development in Park Lands and especially around the Riverbank
Precinct.

Increased native vegetation, increased biodiversity, increased canopy cover for
shading, less sports fields and car parking spaces in the Park Lands, more passive
recreation (picnic, walking, jogging, cycling, etc.).

Increased amenities (seating areas, benches, sheds for community use, etc.).

More community involvement in Park Lands management and more community
gardens.

Protection of National Heritage Listing and support for World Heritage Listing.
Recognise the future of the Adelaide Park Lands and their role in climate adaptation
and resilience.

Widen shared paths, allow for more dog park areas.

Bonython Park, Victoria Park and Veale Gardens are the most preferred places in the
Park Lands.

Native trees, natural landscapes and grasslands, and tree promenades and avenues
were the most preferred Park Lands environments.

Car parking, urban addresses and formal landscapes were the least preferred Park
Lands environment both groups of participants (forum and online).

Participants are quite conscious and protective of the environmental values of the
Park Lands as they asked for more biodiversity areas and more natural environments.
The data reflected the opinions of participants as a non-representative sample and
does not allow for statistical extrapolation, generalization or general inferences to be
made.

27
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6.2 Forum materials

Banners’ location across the city and Park Lands  The Annual Community Forum (2021) sign

The Annual Community Forum (2021) banner
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The venue at Adelaide Pavillion, Veale Gardens, Corner South Terrace & Peacock Road.

Public Notice on CoA’s webpage
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really need a World Heritage listing on it. The Adelaide Parklands are much bigger than Central Park and |
can't think of anything more than any park that is more protective than that and | think Adelaide needs a World
Heritage listing. Colonel Lights when he settled SA, it was just an experiment to give big parks that were really
for the rich to go hunting and it was just a free settlement. | don't like how governments and councils set it as

wasted space because there isn't a building on it.

6.34 Forum engagement tools: favourites places and design your Park Lands

Favourite places in the Park Lands
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Design your Park Lands

45
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Rate your most preferred Park Lands environments

46
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6.3.5

Additional written feedback provided on the day
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Record Details
HPRM Reference: ACC2021/176539
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